Paul Aaron is a trained mediator with over 20 years litigation experience in Family Court.  He knows the issues, and has extensive experience providing fair, impartial and effective mediation services, recognizing your need for privacy, input and discussion about the important issues in your case. 
 Mediation is mandatory in many courts in the upstate.  The following are frequently asked questions about mediation:
What does “mandatory mediation” mean for you?    With cases in Family Court, before a contested hearing can be requested, all parties must participate in a mediation session.  In this mediation session, you will meet with a trained mediator, who will discuss the case and issues with you, in an attempt to reach a resolution.
What is a mediation session like?  Typically, you and the adverse party will go to the mediator’s office at the same time.  This should be in a facility where you have a secure personal space to meet with the mediator, and the adverse party has a separate space to meet.  Both sides will discuss with the mediator what resolution they would like, usually outside the presence of each other, and the mediator will listen, discuss, suggest and help you both reach that resolution.  Especially in Family Court cases, parties have either forgotten how to talk to each other, or their relationship has deteriorated to the point that discussion is not possible, and at times, not even safe.  A trained mediator will work with these barriers to help you reach a solution to move forward in a direction you choose. 
Does the mediator have to be trained?    You and your attorney can choose any person to mediate your case, providing the other side agrees.  The mediator will charge a fee for his/her services, and you will spend some time with the mediator, maybe before and certainly during the mediation session.  If the chosen mediator has no training, you will waste both your money and your time.  BE CAREFUL to choose a mediator with extensive training and experience in this area, to insure that you are treated with respect, that your views are considered, and your requests and objections are heard.  A trained mediator can help you get a solution that you can live with, in the months and years to come.  Family Court deals with very personal issues such as infidelity, children, support, finances, property division – and if you don’t have input in the final resolution, the future could be very difficult.  Make sure your mediator is experienced, and you know something about your mediator’s philosophy, goals, and training.  You deserve to be treated with respect, and your issues dealt with in a serious and effective fashion.
Why is mediation different that going to court?  In a contested Family Court hearing, the parties and their witnesses testify to the facts, the lawyers elicit testimony and argue the law, and the judge makes his/her decision based on this information.  The resulting Order that the judge issues is binding on you and the adverse party, and may effect your children, finances and property, depending on the issues before the court.  With this Order, the judge decides how you and the adverse party will live your lives, and under what rules you will operate.  With mediation, the same issues are before the mediator, however you have control to fashion a positive resolution that you can life with.  There is no negotiation about a judge’s final Order after a contested hearing.  

Is mediation binding?    When the mediation is concluded, if you have reached an agreement, the mediator will do a report to your attorney(s) and the court spelling out your agreement and terms.  That report will be presented to the judge, so an Order can be signed making the terms binding.  Any Order signed by a judge is binding, and the mediation results will become binding at that time.

